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BC Adds Living Space 

College Looks To Accommodate As Enrollment Numbers Grow

By EMILY SHARRER 

Daily News-Record 

HARRISONBURG — Last fall, Bridgewater College completely filled all its on-campus
residence halls and even had to house people off-campus for a couple of weeks to account
for an influx of almost 100 more students from the year before.

Between 2008 and 2010, the number of fulltime students at Bridgewater increased by about
12 percent. Last year, 1,672 students were enrolled at the college.

The school has been trying to increase its student population to reach the college’s 1,760-
student capacity.

Although other campus amenities, such as classrooms and dining facilities, can
accommodate that many students, there is not enough on-campus housing, said Anne
Keeler, Bridgewater vice president for finance.

“The one restricting factor … was resident capacity,” Keeler said. “We thought we could
grow a little bit, but we absolutely were full to capacity 

See HOUSING, Page B2

Michael Reilly / DN-R 

Construction of three new Bridgewater College dorms, known as Stone
Village, finished in May. With enrollment rising, the school is getting closer
to its 1,760-student capacity.

Article Continued Below
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two years ago in the residence facilities. So, we thought if we were going to grow, that’s
something we absolutely had to [fix].” 

Keeler says by the time fall semester rolls around, the problem will be fixed — at least
temporarily. 

Construction of three new dormitories, known as Stone Village, wrapped in May. The
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residences added 40 beds and marked the conclusion of the entire project, which added
room for a total of 72 students in five buildings over about 18 months. 

The first phase of the project, which added 32 beds in two buildings, finished last fall. 

Wright & Heritage 

An ongoing construction project will finish linking Wright Hall and Heritage Hall, two of the
campus’ oldest residence halls. 

The two buildings, built in 1959 and 1961, respectively, are C-shaped buildings in close
proximity. 

Keeler says the construction will create two “connectors” linking the buildings, while also
adding room for 37 beds. 

The first phase of the project, the east link, was completed in fall 2010 and houses 13
students. 

The second phase, which includes a renovation of Wright Hall and the construction of the
west link, will be completed by early August. 

The connector will create room for 24 students, while the Wright Hall renovation work will
eliminate eight beds due to lounge and bathroom improvements, according to Keeler. 

The renovation also includes the installation of a whole new heating-and-air system. 

“We knew that the second phase of Wright- Heritage [ project] was going to be more in-
depth,” Keeler said. “Wright was slightly older than Heritage. We felt that the need to
renovate was a little higher in that building.” 

If funds become available, she said, the college might look into renovating Heritage Hall in
the future. 

The total cost of the Stone Village and Wright and Heritage Hall projects is approximately $
14 million. 

Adding even more student housing is a possibility in the future, Keeler said, but the need for
on-campus residences may fluctuate due to commuter student numbers. 

For now, she said, the new residence halls will create enough space to accommodate BC’s
anticipated needs. 

Contact Emily Sharrer at 574-6-286 or esharrer@dnronline.com 

 

Michael Reilly / DN-R 

Construction is still under way to link Bridgewater College’s Heritage and
Wright halls. The project should wrap before fall classes begin. 
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